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The official name of the song is “Olympic Fanfare and Theme” written by John Williams for the 1984 Games in Los Angeles. One piece of that American soundtrack that John Williams has composed for all of us really over the years. He doesn’t normally allow television cameras to invade his life, but he did allow it for us, and allowing us to spend some time with the man all his fans simply call the maestro.
It takes just the first few notes to know it’s John Williams. And when the music of John Williams is combined with the power of film, then it has the power to move us deeply and take a firm hold of our emotions. It can make us believe, it can give us hope, it can make us mourn, and most of all it, it always makes us forget it’s just a movie.

Brian Williams:  Do you know early on when you look at your notes in pencil on paper that well, those are going to be the iconic repeating notes. That’s gonna be the theme, right there.
John Williams: I wish I did. Brian, but I don’t think so. I really don’t think I can honestly tell you that. I mean some things feel a little stronger, but I don’t think I’ve ever been able to say to myself “eureka”   this thing is going to charge the world and everyone will enjoy it.
Brian Williams: Think for a moment about the music he has made. While it is impossible to convert notes into numbers. Here are a few:  he has 47 Academy Award nominations and five Oscars in all, and scores of Grammys. And he is the first to say so much of his success stems from his relationship with another very talented man.
John Williams: When I met him he was 23 years old. I met him at an arranged lunch meeting. I didn’t know who he was. He looked like a 17-year-old kid to me. He stood up and introduced himself to me as Steven Spielberg. We have been together for 40 years which is an artistic collaboration that is probably some kind of record.
Brian Williams: Are you allowed to have favorites of your compositions?  For scores you’ve done for Spielberg films for example.
John Williams: Schindler’s List always, not the music, but the whole package of the thing seemed to be very powerful. Other films, Close Encounters I think added up to more than a piece of celluloid.  It had a soul, and it had a powerful message I think. Jaws.
Brian Williams: His most recent Spielberg collaboration was War Horse. His most talked about of the modern era maybe the upcoming Lincoln starring Daniel Day-Lewis as the man himself, and based on the book Team of Rivals by historian Doris Kearns Goodwin. Everyone has their favorite John Williams work, either from the world of film or the Olympics, but you’ll forgive us if our favorite is something else.

Vocabulary:

Maestro (noun):	A Maestro is a master or teacher. It usually used to describe great composers
Mourn (verb): 	to feel deep sorrow or regret, usually because of the death of a love    one.
Iconic (adjective): 	Something known for representing a place or thing. For example, the Eiffel Tower is an iconic Paris landmark.  
Eureka (phrase):	“I have found it!” It is based on an old Greek word that literally means I have found the answer or solution.”
Score (noun): 	A score equals 20. Abraham Lincoln said in his famous speech “Four score and seven years ago.” He meant 87 years. This usage of the word “score” is not used very much these days.
Celluloid (noun):   	a transparent plastic formerly used for cinematographic film.
Work (noun): 	A work of art is a piece of art. A work of art can be a painting, a sculpture, or a musical composition.
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