Joe Satriani & Steve Vai
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“Relax. Be yourself. Play a lot.” Joe Satriani
“The more you play guitar, the better you get. That’s cool.” Steve Vai  


Good afternoon ladies, and thank you for your attendance here today. My name is Peter Daley, and I’m happy to have this opportunity to speak to you today, and I hope my presentation will be helpful to you as you prepare for your own presentation next week.

Since I play guitar, I have decided to introduce you to my two favorite guitar players. Those two guitarists are Joe Satriani and Steve Vai. That's Joe on the left and Steve on the right. They are considered by many, myself included, to be two of the best rock guitar players in the world. 

Here is the table of contents for my presentation today.
I will explore, compare, and contrast their early lives, their musical careers, and their live performances. I will end my presentation by talking about the advantages and disadvantages of playing guitar. And now, let's explore my first point, the background of these two musicians. 

Joe and Steve: Their backgrounds 
Joe Satriani and Steve Vai have a lot in common. They are both American, and they are both from New York. Both have Italian family names, and they are around the same age. Joe, aged 61 is a little older than Steve who is 56. The most amazing thing they have in common is that they knew each other when they were teenagers. Joe Satriani was one of Steve Vai's first guitar teachers. Steve was 13 years old when he started taking lessons from Joe Satriani who was aged 18 at the time. It was the beginning of a life-long friendship that continues to this day. (photos). Now, let’s move onto their musical careers.

Joe and Steve: Musical Careers
Both are virtuoso guitar players who primarily write instrumental music. Instrumental music can be considered songs without words with the melody in the case of Joe and Steve played by their guitars. Both sometimes sing, but the majority of their music is instrumental. I personally think Steve is a much better singer than Joe, however, both clearly seem to enjoy singing – they just prefer to play guitar.

Joe Satriani almost always writes music for a rock band ensemble which typically includes drums, bass guitar, keyboards, and rhythm guitar. Steve Vai also writes music for that kind of group although he also writes music for more unusual combinations of instruments. For example, he hired two violinists and a harpist for one of his world tours. Furthermore, he also writes music full orchestra. Hence, I think Steve Vai's music can be considered more sophisticated and complicated than Joe Satriani's music. Joe Satriani's music is more accessible whereas Steve Vai's music can sometimes be experimental and may sound strange if you are not used to his style of playing, his sense of melody, and the harmonies he uses. 

Both are mainly solo artists who also sometimes collaborate with other musicians and perform with other bands. Both guitarists have designed their own guitars which are both popular with fans. They range in price from around $700 to $3,000. I own four guitars. One of them is a Steve Vai model. The most expensive Steve Vai guitar is a little more expensive than the most expensive Joe Satriani guitar.

Joe Satriani is more prolific than Steve Vai. Joe Satriani has released 16 albums. Moreover, he has also released six live albums and concert DVDs that showcase his expanding repertoire. Steve Vai, on the other hand, has released nine studio albums and five concert albums and DVDs. His next studio album and live DVD are expected next year. Although Joe Satriani has released more albums, they appear to be - according to their Facebook accounts - constantly busy with concerts, interviews, collaborations with other artists, and writing music. I cannot say that one works harder than the other. Finally, I will describe their live performances in concert.

Joe & Steve: Their Live Performances
Both guitarists often travel the world and perform concerts and lectures called “master classes”. They both perform as solo artists and also sometimes at concerts which feature three or four or five other famous guitarists. Also, they sometimes perform together. Both guitarists performed in Korea last year. Joe Satriani came here in February while Steve Vai performed here just two months later in April. I attended both concerts. It was my fourth time to see Steve Vai perform. I saw him in Australia in 1997 and twice in Japan in the summer of 2014. It was the second time to see Joe Satriani live in concert. Their on-stage personalities are quite different. Joe Satriani looks so confident and relaxed and seemed to be smiling the whole time. His playing looks effortless. While Steve Vai smiles and looks confident too, he is more active, more extroverted, and crazier on stage as you can see from these photographs.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion: Studies have shown that our life-long musical tastes develop between the ages of 14 and 24. I was 15 when I was first exposed to the music of Joe Satriani and 17 when I first heard Steve Vai play guitar. I feel lucky that at that important stage of my musical development, I encountered Joe Satriani and Steve Vai. The music of those men, as well as their lives and work habits, have been a constant source of inspiration and joy. I can’t imagine life without their music.

That brings me to the end of my presentation. I hope you found it informative and interesting. I certainly enjoyed preparing it, and I am grateful for this opportunity to share with you my appreciation for the music and lives of Joe Satriani and Steve Vai. If you have the time and interest, please explore some of their music. Thank you for your listening. Are there any questions?
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