Paul Stanley: Illegally Downloading Music is Ethically Wrong 
and it Hurts People

[image: ]Kiss’s Paul Stanley believes that illegal music downloading is "morally" and "ethically wrong," and laments the fact that new artists "don't have a chance in hell" of "ever getting that pot of gold." 

Stanley was asked what KISS' chances of success would be like if the band was starting out today: "We'd be fucked because the music industry as it exists today is not even an industry, it's just shambles. Now artists are in a position to have to take what the public is willing to give them. “File sharing” is just a fancy way of saying 'stealing.' You can't share what you don't own. The idea that somebody is taking songs or music off the Internet and taking it for free and calling it 'file sharing' is like me saying 'transportation borrowing,' when I steal your car."

"When people create art with the hope of being not only accepted but also being rewarded so they can pay their rent and send their kids to school and things like that, and that doesn't happen, that's what stealing does. But the person who steals on the Internet somehow doesn't feel the same as going into a store and stealing a CD. But if you go into a Barnes & Noble steal a book, that's blatantly, and very clearly, illegal. The truth is what you don't own you can't take for free. You can, but it's wrong. It's morally wrong, it's ethically wrong, and it hurts people."

"It's a question more about morality in my case. It's not going to change my life any, but it sure bothers me that somebody is taking what they don't own, and it bothers me that somebody who's trying to succeed now and starting off doesn't have a chance in hell, more than likely, of ever getting that pot of gold."

Asked if there is any way for artists and music fans to "meet in the middle" and find an acceptable solution to the illegal music downloading problem, he said: "Why do I have to meet you in the middle? Why do I have to compromise because of circumstance? You should respect my integrity and you should respect my art instead of me going, 'All right, well, you got me. So I'll take 50 cents on the dollar instead of you giving me the dollar?' It's wrong."

"Thom Yorke and his band Radiohead offered their 2007 album In Rainbows on the Internet and said, 'Just pay what you would like for it'? You know how much they got? Nothing. Look and see what it averaged per album. It was a totally stupid move. I don't think they'll do that again."


Discussion Questions


1) What is your opinion about downloading music, TV shows, and movies illegally?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2) Have you ever paid for music (CD or legal download) or a TV show/movie (DVD, Blue Ray, or legal download)?

3) If you answered yes to question 2, what was the first song, album, CD, TV show, or movie that you bought?

4) Paul Stanley obviously has a very strong opinion about the topic. Can you think of any positive effects for artists due to illegal downloading and sites like YouTube?

5) What other ways can artists earn money apart from sales of music (CDs and legal downloads)?

6) What was the first song, album, TV, and movie that you downloaded illegally?

7) When was the last time you illegally downloaded a song, album, TV show, or movie?

8) Do your parents illegally download music, TV shows, and movies?
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